DEMONSTRATION SPEECH
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TIPS FOR THE CONTENT OF A DEMONSTRATION SPEECH
1. Speech informs the audience how to do something, not just telling them how something is done. 

2. Subject should be appropriate for the audience and speaking time. 

3. Use Visual Aids: actual items, models, or drawings. 

4. When appropriate provide each audience member with materials to practice with or handle. 

5. When appropriate, show your demonstration item in various stages of preparation, to speed your demonstration and to increase clarity of explanation. 

6. When appropriate, have someone in the audience help with your demonstration. 

7. Lead the audience in practice. 

8. Include personal stories and examples. 

TIPS FOR ORGANIZATION OF YOUR SPEECH
1. Begin with an effective attention getter. 

2. State exactly what the audience is to learn to do and why it is important. 

3. Present a step by step explanation of how to do it. 

4. Present steps in logical order of doing them. 

5. Detail each step with specific data. 

6. Conclude by reviewing each step briefly in order. 

7. Insure all steps are clear and do not ASSUME comprehension. 

8. Insure all your steps and items are visible. 

9. Close with a memorable statement. 

TIPS FOR DELIVERY OF YOUR SPEECH
1. Step up with confidence and authority, 

2. Get set before speaking. 

3. Establish contact with your audience before speaking. 

4. Begin without referring to your notes. 

5. Maintain contact with your audience. 

6. Try to sound spontaneous, not reading your text, or memorizing it. 

7. Refer to our notes only occasionally. 

8. Try to avoid "ah, um so, ok, you see, etc." 

9. Stop at the end of an idea and check to see if your audience is following & understanding. 

10. Don't play with your objects. 

11. Speak so all can hear you. 

12. Insure everyone is participating. 

Demonstration Speech Guidelines

 

Prepare a 4-6 minute speech demonstrating a process (how to do something or how to make something). When choosing your topic, consider your time frame, your personal skills and abilities, and your audience. You may decide to only demonstrate part of a process in order to adjust to the time limits (e.g., how to putt instead of how to golf, or how to shoot a free throw instead of how to play basketball). If showing only a portion of the process, it would be wise to bring in an example of the ‘finished product’ for your audience to see (e.g. a video showing a clip of a game and how defense fits in, or a finished example of a cake or other cooking dish). 

 

This speech requires a visual aid. Remember all of the different types of visual aids so that you might use more creativity. You can show charts or graphs that show the popularity of your topic, images that show various ways to make it, videos or cartoons that show it in use, etc. In addition to your props, power point slides that show lists of ingredients, charts, and other images are helpful. 

 

You must use at least 3 sources for this speech. They can include interviews, cookbooks, websites where you found tidbits and stats. As with all of your speeches, you must turn in a typed outline and bibliography before giving the speech.

 

The trick to this speech is preparing ‘speaking time’ during the spaces in your process that might be tedious. For instance, notice how they offer interesting info related to the audience on cooking shows or sports shows. You need to come up with something to say, for example, when you are stirring a mix. This is one reason you will need to practice with your visual aids: how will you know how much speaking time to prepare if you haven’t practiced with the visual aids. Practice will also ensure that you are comfortable using the visual aids and that you fall within the appropriate time limits. 

 

This speech requires a high degree of creativity, so really take some chances with it and give it some thought. Past topics are listed on the next page.

 

