College English
Hamlet Webquest

Instructions:


Gather a group of friends and answer the webquest  questions. Send your answers back to Mr. McMillen  and Ms. Schmitz via e-mail.

You will have one class period to complete this assignment.

Be sure to include the names of your friends when you send the completed webquest back to us.

1. Find out where the real Elsinore is located and try to get a picture.

2. What is the birth and death dates for William Shakespeare

3. Find several pictures of William Shakespeare.

4.  Most of Shakespeare’s plays were performed in the Globe Theater. Describe the Globe and get a picture of the rebuilt, modern theater.

5. What  were the names of the acting companies associated with William Shakespeare?

6. List the names of at least three actors that have played the part of Hamlet.

7. List the names of at least three actors that have played the part of Ophelia.

8. What is the generally accepted date when the play was written?

9. This play is called a revenge tragedy. What is a revenge tragedy?

10.  What are several of the sources from which Shakespeare likely got his idea for the play, Hamlet? Use the link below.

http://www.theatrehistory.com/british/hamlet007.html
11. The charge of incest is placed on the conscience of Gertrude and Claudius. What is the crime of incest then and now?

12. Would the charge of incest against Claudius be a crime today?

13. What is a soliloquy? Find three examples of a soliloquy from the play Hamlet and copy them into your webquest.

14. How many days are a fortnight?

15. What was daily life like for an ordinary person in the years of 1564 to 1616 in Shakespeare’s London?

16. Find a painting of Ophelia drowning.

17. Define the following words as they were used in Shakespeare’s day:

Entreat

Apparition

Harbingers

Obsequious

Cap-a-pie

Censure ( “take each man’s censure”)

Nemean Lion

Hebona

Quicksilver

Beshrew

Pregnant (“how pregnant sometimes his replies Are!”)

Fickle

Melancholy

Visage

Nunnery

Wormwood

Sexton

Pocky

Treason

Knave

Apparition

18. Who are the following characters and what are their relationship to Hamlet and to other characters:

a. Hamlet the ghost

b. Hamlet the prince

c. Claudius

d. Gertrude

e. Ophelia

f. Horatio

g. Polonius

h. Laertes

i. Rosencrantz

j. Guildenstern

