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Writing the Narrative!
     A basic narrative (or story) must contain a definite beginning, middle and end. Paragraphing isn't as important as chronological order of events in the story. The narrative format is based on telling a story in a logical order. A story needs to be told with passion and a clear progression from beginning to end. Dialogue and details add to the quality of the story as do descriptions of the scene. Remember the following as you write your narrative: 

· Keep to the story you are telling. Do not stray or go off on a tangent. Do not tell a story within a story. 

· Make sure that the events in your story happen in a chronological order. Do not skip around in your telling of the story or jump from one event to another or suddenly change scene. 

· Use great vocabulary. You want to show that you have a good command of words that are above and beyond those the average student your age knows. 

· Use dialogue or other creative writing strategies somewhere in your story. 

· Use similes and strong verbs to enhance descriptions. 

· Make sure that you include enough detail to make your story interesting to the reader, to keep him/her hooked. 

· Write with a clear voice. Pick whether you want to write using "I" or a third person (he or she) and stick with it. 

The Beginning, Middle and End of a Narrative
Beginning 

· Begin with a "grabber" to hook your reader. 

· Describe scene. 

· Introduce characters. 

Middle 

· Develop story with at least one specific incident or happening 

· Keep your happenings in the correct order for time. 

· Include descriptions. 

· Here is where your action takes place. 

· A conversation might work well here. 

· This is a good place for a simile or two or even a bit of humor. 

End 

· Bring story to a close, referring to events in the story for continuity. 

· Wrap it up with a satisfying ending, a zinger, or a humorous comment to leave your reader with a feeling of completion. 
	Narrative Writing Tips! 
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	The Five Paragraphs of a Basic Essay 

It is important to learn the components of each paragraph in the standard essay.  
  

Narrative
Paragraph #1 
  

· This is your introduction. Begin with a good "grabber." 

· Restate the topic and define it. 

· State three explanations or examples. 

· Conclude with a transition sentence that leads into the next paragraph. 

Paragraph #2, Paragraph #3, and Paragraph #4  
  

· These paragraphs are the body of your essay. 

· Use a transition at the beginning of each paragraph. Try to be different. 

· In each paragraph you develop one of your arguments, points, or explanations as fully as you can, restating the explanation and then expanding on it with examples or evidence that supports it. 

· These are the most important paragraphs in the grading of the State Assessment Test. The judges are looking at how you support the broad statements you make. 

· Each of these paragraphs (as well as the body of the essay) needs an introductory sentence and a concluding sentence. 

· These are the paragraphs where it is important to use spectacular vocabulary to show a good knowledge of words. 

· A little well placed humor and creativity definitely add to the quality of the paper. 

Paragraph #5 
  

· This is your conclusion. 

· Restate your topic in words that are different from those in paragraph 1. 

· Summarize paragraphs 2, 3 and 4. 

· Draw a one sentence conclusion. 

· End with a "zinger" that makes the reader think or smile. 

Expository Tips!
· Keep to the topic. Do not stray or go off on a tangent. 

· Use great vocabulary. You want to show that you have a good command of words that is above and beyond what the average student your age knows. 

· Organize yourself well. Never make a statement that you do not back up or support. Develop that support well. 

· Use transitions such as first, second, third, next, before or after, and finally.  


Champion of the World

Fish Cheeks

Tell Tale Heart

Descriptive Essays 

The purpose of a descriptive essay is to describe a person, place, or thing in such vivid detail that the reader can easily form a precise mental picture of what is being written about. The author may accomplish this by using imaginative language, interesting comparisons, and images that appeal to the senses.

Read this sample descriptive essay, and then read the notes below. 

1. The subject of the sample essay is fairly ordinary—a ride on a Ferris wheel. The author makes it interesting, however, by comparing the Ferris wheel to a monstrous creature.

2. The author makes good use of fresh and varied vocabulary. For example, in the first paragraph alone, she uses verbs that create excitement like "fascinate," "amaze," and "terrify." In the second paragraph she uses a variety of terms to describe the machine such as "monstrosity," "mythical beast," "amazing dinosaur," "fire-breathing dragon."

3. The author uses her senses to describe the scene—how the ride looks, sounds, smells, and feels. The ride is "huge, smoky, noisy" and its engines "drone" like the roar of a dragon. On the ride, she gets a "rush of adrenaline" and a "lump in her throat," she feels immobile and then weightless.

4. The essay is well organized. The introduction begins with a general statement, "I have always been fascinated by carnival rides," and ends with a more specific statement of what the essay will be about, "the thrill and excitement of a carnival ride keeps me coming back for more." The body of the essay is composed of several paragraphs that describe the Ferris wheel, the way it seems from the ground and the way it feels to ride on one. The conclusion restates the main idea of the essay, that the author continues to find carnival rides thrilling and exciting.
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